IntrtJdutfbrf 

There is a reference on page three of this report to .m .trite le published 
on April 27. 1983 by the fonnci I* S. Amlussador ir» Afghanistan Todas 
is the fifth anniversary of tin* Sosiet-supported communist coup whit!, 
overthrew the non-aligned, independent, nationalist* government of 
Afghanistan." he wrote The anniversary is a time of sadness, to mourn 
the bruta! invasion of a fiercely independent land Villages * ire lw m « 
' st roved. Crops are U-mg burned. Three million Afghans. *\xmt one- 
hfth of the country's population, ire refugee* outside their country * 

This vear is the occasion of another anniversary, one tliat evokes 
sadness but also a sense of accomplishment. It was 50 years ago, in 1903. 
that a small gT»"p " r Americans founded the International Rescue 
Committee with the support of Al!»ert Einstein. Their purpose was to 
help refugees from Germany where Adolf flitter had become Chancellor 
fise months earlier Soon, IRC was also assisting refugee* who had fled 
from Mussolini s Italy and then from Franco's Spain. 

During the early years of World War II, thousands of Europe's cul- 
tural, intellectual and political leaders who had made their way to 
France found themselves trapped by Nazi occupation forces. IRC 
helped many of them to escape to the United States and other free 
countries 

It was assumed In »he early leaders of IRC that their work would end 
alter the Dust-World Vsar II emergency. h*«< their hopes we.- shattered 
when the Iron Curtain descended over East Europe and millions fled 
from the communist half of the continent In the decades that followed, 
millions more "voted with their feet." escaping from wa- s of tyranny 
and terror in scores of countries. They came from al! parts of tin- world; 
Idi Amin's Uganda. Caistros Cuba. Dm aliens Haiti. Cnw\ military 
junta, China, East Pakistan. Angola. Vietnam, Ethiopia. Camljodia, 
Iran. Laos. Afghanistan and many other countries. 

Tbose of as associated with IRC today hope — as our founders hoped 
— that the time will come when there arc no refugees, and we are no 
longer needed. But until such time, the International Rescue Commit- 
tee will be on hand to sustain and serve uprooted victims of persecution 
and aggression, as we have done over the past 50 years. 

John C Vv1tU<?head 
President 

1 
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The Exodus from Afghanistan 

lit 1 ; IK2. die number of Afghan irl^u-. n m \ l ,lr ■• .. ; , ...--.,.,; :j t , 2 S 
million mark Tlk > ur' the worlds largest Imdv ot retugi -s trum .mv 
country and comprise 17<*ofthe population of Afghanistan prior to die 
Soviet invasion in 1979, More than two million of them — almost half of 
them children — .ir* concentrated in the North West Frontier Prov- 
ince; i! is Ib-n*. m the Kohat Ix.rdcr district. t\iM the work of the 
International Rescue Committee in Pakistan is centered 

The core of I RC s medkul work in the Pakistan refugee camp* during 
1982 consisted of five mobile medical units Each of the units is staffs 
by a malt- doctor, a female doctor (to serve the Moslem refuge** 
women), one or more visiting nurses, a pharmacist who double* as a 
paramedical didc. and a driver who assists wish non-medicai tasks The 
physician in charge of the prr>grain is an American volunteer on leave 
from the Oilumbia- Presbyterian Medical Center m New York. He had 
worked in Afghanistan before the Soviet invasion and understands the 
mores and the people of the country. 

In each of the 20 camps of the Kohat distrut. IRC, ha.s installed 
specially designed tents which serve as dispensaries Sor regular visits 
by the mobile teams. The prevalent illnesses- are tulierrulosi.v malaria, 
pii^sitic diseases .md respirators infectkms. Some of the refugees wen' 
wounded wh«e nghtin , ; ^^ ....„n 

There was increasing emphasis in 19S2on training refugees in health 
care and education in an effort to stern the spread of disease in the 
crowded, Iiarren settlements. Refugees are recruited and t mined to 
serve as medical assistants at the dispensaries. Thev administer 
ioliow-up injections, dress wounds and advise patient:, on those davs 
when the mobile units am* working elsewhere 

The work of IRC for Afghan refugees started in 19^0. following a 
mission to Pakistan headed by John C Whitehead, the President of 
IRC. By 1982. IRC had become a leading voluntary agency providing 
health, medk-al and training services in 'the camps The number of 
refugee visits to the dispensaries averaged 16.500 per month, including 
those enrolled in a program to combat and cure tuhcreulosis. 

A limited number of Afghans l**came eligible for admission to the 
United States. IRC offices assumed the resettlement responsibility for 
500 of them 
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Refugees from Indochina 

Thailand was the focus oflRCs overseas work for people fleeing from 
Cambodia. Vietnam and Laos. More than 11,000 new refugees arrived 
there during 1982. (An additional 40,000 boat people made their way to 
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Taiwan, Macao. Kong ICong and other 
Asian countries.) 

It was in Thailand, in 1976, that IRC started its program for 
Indochinv * refugees in Southeast Asia. During the past seven years, 
more than 600,000 Indochinese reached Thailand, and two-thirds of 
them were resettled in the United States, France, Canada, Australia 
and, in vmaller numbers, in 30 other countries. There nevertheless 
rermumd 170,000 Indochinese in the Thai camps at the end of 1982, 
about half of them Cambodians and the other half from Vietnam and 
Laos. An additional 200,000 Cambodians were strung along the border. 

In late 1982, the Thailand government warned other governments 
and international agencies that its patience was nearing an end; coer- 
cive measures to curb, and possibly reverse the refugee flew, were 
promised unless remedial steps were taken. One official put it this way: 
The lesson we learned is that being too merciful could lead us to an 
endless burden, and it cannot be forecast how much longer the Thai 
people will want to bve with this problem.* 

U;U ,w - ^rima i! • * *: ' * Khao-I-Dang camp — about eight 
miles from the Cambodian border —which has a population of sonx* 
70.000 Cambodian refugees. Seriously ifl and wounded people from 
the boHer clusters are also brought to Khao-I-Dang for treatment, 
among them men. women and children who were wounded in March 
and April 1983 during attacks by Vietnamese military forces occupying 
Cambodia. On March 31 alone, more than 150 casualties of the attacks 
were brought to Khao-I-Dang, where medical teams worked around 
the clock to care for them. 

During 1982. 88 American doctors, nurses and other personnel 
served on the IRC staffit at Khao-I-Dang where IRC coordinates the 
medical and public health services for American and other voluntary 
agencies. They were supported by hundreds of Cambodians from the 
IRC Medical Training Center who serve as nurses, paramedics, labora- 
tory technicians, public health aides as well as interpreters. Refugee 
training is an essential component of the program — an American 
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volunteer doctor, in an article in The Boston Globe, praised the refugee 
aides and wrote of a Cambodian "who had a capacity for Warning 
medicine and better clinical judgment than any other medical student I 
had supervised at home." 

The IRC medical program in Thailand consisted of the following 
basic components: 

A laboratory serving all medical facilities in tlw refugee camp. 

Tw> out-patient clinics, which also served as a referral center for 
hospitals, had a daily caseload of 150 to 200 patients. 

A public health and sanitation program providing immunization, 
epidemiology; hygiene training and outreach services, including a 
disease prevention program cove ring four other camps in Thailand 

An IRC pediatric ward at Khao-I-Dang. established in 1978, lefved 
thousands of sick, wounded and malnourished Cambodian children. 
The waid was staffed primarily by rotating teams of doctors, nurses and 
senior medical students from the Cornell Medical School-New Tfork 
Hospital. The responsibilities of Cambodian refugees graduating from 
the IRC Medical Training Center were expanded throughout 1962. A 
"pediatric physicians' assistant course" was added to the curriculum, 
increasing the skills of the refugees and developing their potentials. 

UiL^k Thai" -mo Actn Jlfes 

The well-being of Cambodian refugees — survivors of both the 
g^nocidal Khmer Rouge regime under Pdl Pot and the Vietnam forces 
that have occupied Cambodia since 1979— is a major concern of IRC, 
At Khao-I-Dang, and along the border, a school system had an enroll- 
ment in 1982 exceeding 20.000 primary school students (including a 
remedial learning center), 1,000 secondary school students (including 
an outreach program for students unable to reach the school), an adult 
literacy program for 5,000 refugees, and special classes and rehabilita- 
tion therapy for handicapped refugees. About 1,000 refugees work as 
teachers in the educational program. 

Other activities carried out by IRC during 1982 and into 1983 in the 
Khao-1-Dang area included a cultural program — music, dance, 
theatre, arts, crafts — to enable young Cambodians to restore their 
cultural heritage which was wiped out by the Khmer Rouge; rec- 
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rearJonal and playground facilities; a printing shop where Cambodian 
books and school texts are produced and which also serves as a training 
facility, and a library. 

Self-help programs were expanded. Soap produced for the camp is 
manufactured by refugees under IRC supervision. Hand-sewing and 
machine-sewing projects produce shirts, trousers and other articles 
needed by the refugees, as well as sleeping mats and sandals made of 
old truck tires. Widows and single mothers produce mosquito nets and 
CamL xiian women serve as camp-cleaners and sanitarians. A mobile 
team teaches broom-making to handicapped refugees, and vocational 
training projects include subjects such as mechanics. Vegetable and 
rkb-farming help both young and adult refugees to develop a degree of 
self-sufficiency. 

A "tracing* program to determine whether * unaccompanied" Cam- 
bodian children were indeed orphans, or whether they might have 
surviving family members, was concluded in June 1968. The work had 
produced dramatic results: more than 2,000 children had been re- 
united with parents or other family members* some of them to distant 
countries. Meanwhile, IRC devoted special attention to tfaooe children 
who must still be presumed to be orphans. One of them wrote fin a 
school composition: m I am very worried and aarious because 1 have no 
hope to begin a new life in a new country. I have no relatives in any 
coumU. , »u*d I p t> iV ; * »i:i< one will helpm.." 
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The Resettlement Program 

Adflriaotoos to the United Stain were sharply reduced In 1962. IRC 
bad the resettlement responsibility for 8,000 refugees from Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laoa, compared with 15,000 to 1981. IHobaWy no more 
than 5.9G0 to 6,000 wifi be resettled by IRC during £963. Resettlement 
rtaft at IS location* to the U.S. have been reduced aceocdfegfe Tl» 
object of the program is the Sorption of the Indodtteese into the 
nodal and ecowmic fabric of American life. In October 198S, a Viet- 
namese relugce sent IRC a omtrfcution with a letter to which he <^ 

'I always carry to my heart deep thoughts of gratitude and ^pred* 
tton for IRC and its deeds of human aol^^ 
ness which enabled me to start to my new path of life with firith and 
hope. Sonsehow I am sending you this Uttle contribution with prayerful 
wishes to your wcrfcers e ve ry w h e re to the world." 

But haitwcy around the world, at the Phanat N&faom camp to 
Tfafland. a c or re sp ondent of the Los Angeles Times wrote an article 
whfeh be«Rn:*Atear crept from the eye of Nguyen ThiTb, a 27-year oid 
\**tname», as she clutched her child to her breast and uttered an 
anguished cry; 'If we ase forced to go bock. I wffl commit suicide. If a8 
the countries reject us, I wffl kffl my baby and then I will bB roysciTTh 
and thousands of other refugee* Uce her are suffering from a double 
dose of uesfMu — their -iTo-^ -^ emigrate to the f .\fcst have been 
frustrated and the Thai government b tired ofhaving them here.* 

In Thailand, a special IRC team is to change of the Joint ^fehmtasy 
Agency program which is entrusted with the processing of all 
Indocbtoeue refugees seeking admission to the U.S. The program, 
formed at the request of the State Department to 1077, serves all V.S, 
organizations participating to the resettlement work. The staff carries 
out much of its work to remote refugee camps bordering Laos and 
Cambodia. A total of 111,384 Indochtoese who expressed their desire to 
enter the United States were interviewed by the IRC teams during 
1962. 

A new development was the arrival of Amerasian children bom 
Vietnam to 1962. Among those sponsored by IRC was a 12-year oidgiri 
who bad been unable to join her mother her brother and sister when 
they escaped from Vfetnam, The mother, CaoThi Nhan, was quoted to 
The Washington Post as saying, To the International Rescue Commft- 



43? 



• • • • •"• 1 ... •• 

• • #• •• f** • * * • * * * ••• »• 

tfnt I mr w™r jmt rtfiry tW nriyfHng for rnr fo g it my rfs iqh i r m 
America.* During the first week of April 1983, 14 Awnsfao ch&ben 
aid their five mothers arrived in the United States onder due sponsor- 
ship of the International Rescue Committee. 

* 

Ctttnos Cooustibi&ra on Indochfoeae Reftgecs 

Tte independent body of prominent American* end Europeans, 
bended by IRC Chairman Leo Cheroe, concentrated on two issues 
during 1668 and tato 1983: the piracy tragedy in the Coif of Tfeaiknd; 
and tfae difficulties Cambodian and Vietnatneae refugees caooontrad 
in being approved Lr admission to the Unfted State* In March, the 
Citizens Commission asked Bayard Rustfe, its Co-Chafcman, and 
Catherine 0*Ne& a writer sod cfvfc leader; touKlerttfeate-fiodbg 
mission to Thadand to fcivestigete the two fawocf. 

They confirmed the brutal and repeated incidents of torture, rape 
and abduction by pirates; on their return, they {prepared a report 
ontitfed "Mayhem oe the Seas/ and me* wfthggwmaent t en ders . In 
April they testified at OwtgressfcnaJ heartag? heU by the Hone 
Subcommittee on Asian and Facfflc A&irs and appealed far the im- 
plementation of an snti-piracy prcgram far which 93.6 aafRton had 
S.rr*Ay b <rz pW^ * ♦© the United Nations- If the program is to be 
success&l, they Hated, it moat be vigorous to both the appcehewfon 
ana prosecution ot tne pirates* i ne brutauxauuu oi tnsnoent resogees 
most be stamped out by coocentiatod ioferaat£o«l effxts,* they said 

In August, the United Nations High Commteion fer Ikifrgw re- 
ported that an enti*p£racy force directed by the Thai government began 
operating on July 17, ©quipped with three pahol boats and two planes, 
and further measures would be taken. Bui the tragic p ro blem was far 
ftom sohedL The U.N. died the case of "a refepe boat with 39 dbawd 
which was attached five times by ten pfeafe vesaek; only six of the 
refugge* survived.* On January 29, 1963, a WttStfngtoa fa* cone- 
spoodent reported: "Pirates are continuing to prey on Vietnamese 
refugee boats with frequency and near impunity. Id November; tar 
example, 15 boats arrived in Thailand, loaded with 476 Vietnamese. 
Ten of the boats were attacked a total of 28 times. The usual robberies 
are often accompanied by rapes, abductions and muiders.* 
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# 1lie «ti% 'cont&uecL* 'fieM &* stettafo m ammts of duck- 
ing, relentless cruelty. The cm of Le Quyoh Loan. 1% fc an example. 
She was among 19 bos* people who left Vietnam* 11* mam* beaten 
and thrown into the see. Tfce women were held for nfeedeys aid nyed 
repeated They weie then thrown overload Looc is Ae only Saiown 
survivor, Among thoie who drowned were her three older sisters and 
two older brothers/ 

Hie Ctttena Commission also appealed to the U.S. government to 
admit those Cambodians who qualify for admission within the 
authortod calling for Indodhinete refo&e*, saying: *We ask only 
equity for the Cambodian refuge©*/ In a further report in October 
1998, the Co mmfo rioo decried the high rejection ratio of the Cambo- 
dians. An article by Leo Cbwne, published by lendtag newspaper* to 
Boston, ttbshingfcm, Minneapolis and otter dtles, stated: 

Tfcoee rejected have been turned dam primarfymtto pounds of 
not being bona fide refugees as defined in the Defease Act of K8Q-~a 
person outside his country and "unable or unwifling to return to that 
country because of persecution or a weB-feunded fear of persecution/ 
in view of what is now known of the terrible p ersec uti o n noe- 
eommuttist Cambodians suffered at the beads of FblPbtsswrsaent 
and what ii known about conditions in Vietnamese-controlle d Cam* 
bodfatoda*ooemQstcmclu^ 

the a *-&*»•* \! -reovet; those v*o are refected are let ia garter 
danger than they were before. If we strip them oftheir claim to reT'i??? 
status, on what basis could we take issue with the Tfrrt a uth o rities tf 
they were to forcibly repatrfefte thetnr 

InOct<^rl982,inextr»c«dinary« 
Tkng, a founder of die National LOeratkm Front (NLF) who had served 
as Minuter of Justice for the Viet Cong Provisional Revolutionary 
Government He stated that 'when the war ended. North Vietnamese 
vindictlveness and fanaticism blossomed into a femfcus eaesefee of 
power" and that 'Vietnam i$ now practica&y an instrument of Soviet 
ei p enrio n istn fa Southeast Asia. The writer added: 

"I was givea the opportunity to work for this government After the 
communists had eliminated die NLF and imprisoned most of thoae 
they considered potential enemies, they c&red me the position of vioe 
minister of nutrition. I refused. I could not affly myself with a regime 
that bad proved itself inhuman, and that the people bated so 
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DurWtiwl^iJgsveupagr^ 
ideals —which ate stfB the ideals of the Vietnamese people: indepen- 
dence, democracy and social wel&re. 1 have now to adrowiedp my 
responsibility for the disastrous state of my country* 



East Ewopean and Soviet Refogw* 

The mqfor refugee group from Europe helped by the International 
Reactie Committee consisted of R>les whose freedom was jeopardized 
by the martial few regime installed by General tttyc^ 
December 13, 1881 with the support of the Soviet Union. The 
groundwochfer the remand resettter^^ 
IBC Chafnnan Leo Cherne, who flew to Aostrisa^dsys after martial 
tow was declared. He hehl intensive consultations wits Austrian and 
American officials and with the 1AC European stafis. 

By Match H^ rJ» OIC Vhmiaofiw 
who kdappbedforrdu^e status. Hunr!?edsflttr9 were being hefeed 
at IBC offices In German* Bar* France and Spate. By the end oflME, 
several thousand Polish recces hrri been assisted by IBC in E«ape, 
hundreds were helped to go to Canada* Austn&s and other < 
oowtrles,«nd7Uwefedbnittadtofo 
i?~ rprjn* r&Jp- .n. ngthemll8act^,1fftsofrJttouri»ft^ 
movement who had been tatprtened when raartial law was fenpoaed 
They were re lease d on the condition that they tod asylum hi another 
country, Still other Fales granted asylum in the VS. end reseSrJrd by 
IBC were cmws tod passengers of planes which had been diverted to 
Cermanyc 

OtC offices in Europe and the United Steles c ot tfhmed to pro- 
vide counsel ing and resettlement services fof oner East 
refugees: Albanians, BtugsrianSt CjcechostOvaKS, Hungarians 
Rumanians. Among the Caecfa refugees helped by the IBC wemi 
bers of the "Charter 7T human rights mowr^nent, cstafafahed ia 1977 
fay courageous dissidents who asked th* communist gj w n men* So 
abide by its own constitution* A special program assisted thoae who 
readied Austria and subsequently other countries* includfngtbe U,S. 

On April 13, 1983, The Christian Science Monitor reported an 
to te ttsfflca t ta i of the Czech government's drive agsinst church groups 
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in particular "Four of 20 Franciscan monks scooped up in Eastertide 
police raids tie held and charged with illegal religious activity* the 
article stated "The Franciscans have been a speck! target of the 
campaign against rehgbn In recent years, often because of their Iden- 
tification with the young* This church continues strong despite 
harassment The communist authorities choose to see it as a direct 
chaSeuge. They aRege ft is part of a general Vhtican endeavor under its 
PoHsh Pope to build up a 'fifth column* dangBrnastothcGBacfaoslovak 
sUte. According to chinch estimates, the number of fanprtened priests 
at any one time has rarely &Ben below 100 in recent years." 

The essence of the East European resettlement program is to enable 
the newcomers, through financial assistance and support services, 80 
find suitable housing and employment, to get their chftfae into 
school to have access to medical services, to English classes, and then 
find contacts in die community to relieve their feeling! of isolation and 
abandonment IRC tries to resettle in dusters thsse refiigee? without 
family ties, and mainly in areas where them aie ethnic afflnity groups. 
In die case of the Holes, widespread sympathy far their cause md 
concern within the American Polish community frrflltatad the reset- 
dement process. 

The emigration of Jews from the Soviet Union in 2MB was sharply 
curtailed — about 2,800 departed* compared with 10,000 in UNO, 
ii,Ox> m 196 } cu:i * ^ J< of 51,000 ia Iftfc. The number of Armenian 
permitted to leave was also slowed to a trickle in 1982, as was the 
number of Christian and other non-Jewish dissidents. The flow Bnm 
J*e Soviet Union was even more drastically curbed in 1963: only aboot 
100 a month were permitted to depart between January and AprIL Ot 
David Powell of Harvard University's Russian Research Center gave 
the following eepknatfea fcr die crackdown; "ST there is to be a U.S. 
embargo 00 trade in high-technology items to die USSR, they wffl in 
turn put an embargo on trade In the highest of all technology terns— 
human beings. 

IRC offices in Europe provided counseling services fcr Soviet 
emigres, and 200 of them wese resettled by IRC in the United States 
during 1982 and the first-quarter of 1963. Generous grants from the 
American Jewish Philanthropic Fund provide substantial support far 
IRCs work in behalf of Soviet and East European te&gees. TSie 
European offices of IRC in Germany. Italy, France, Austria, Spain and 
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Belgium abo assisted many refugees who had made their way from 
Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Vietnam. Cambodia. Latin America, Iran dod 
other distant countries* 

The Madrid office was active in the processing of hundreds of 
IranJasu— Cturfstfcos, Moslems and jews and member* of the Bahai 
fetth who had come to Spain as a country of firrt asylum. The Bahris are 
a harshly pe rsec u te d retigjous minority —there are 300,000 to 400,000 
of them —and many have been killed far their beiiefc. Tfce New %*fe 
Tfcfewi reported on Aprils?, 1083 anew wave of peraectitfem*fa»cttidi&g 
executions and the barring of tens of thousands of Bahai cfafldren fiom 
attending school" 




r to Amlrtg* an 



jthftMr^ 
■p* wltm tBC pre* 



cf f&qpt* from Cf&topfe a?v 



W&B over ooe miBkm refugees who have fled from Ethiopia are to 
the Sudan and Somalia, two of the poorest countries of Afifca. They 
represent many ethnic groups: Eritreans, 0*>nx», Amharas, ethnic 
Somalians from the Ogadcn region as well as different rettgfcus groups: 
Christian, Moslem, the ancient Jewish Fabshas and others. Following 
the usual pattern of refugee flows, the majority of the Ethiopians are 
women and children. 

IBCs work in the Sudan was centered in the lawawa camp of the 
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Ge&sefregtoo.Inin2,tbemedi^ 
expanded to three additional refugee tteas~-1fcttecB*, Aba Raktaa 
and Wd Anrad — and mchded sanitation attd beafefc e<bcatto, TB 
treatment and prevention, and outreach activities to owe distant 
areas, ftsrfagatypkal month, June 19a2,cfcm to 5,<K0 patients came 
to IRCi four clinics, where the BBC medical tearnswwk out of simple 
grass «d bamboo compounds. 

IBC also undertook several noMiedical pn*ectf fa the Sodan. A 
awasysmdy crater was estabtbhed for the educated fefegse popida- 
Hon In Cedaief, and a correspondence come was begun to help 
refugees to complete interrupted studies. A carpntvypngect received 
IRC support. And to order to reduce the dep en den c e of refugees oo 
scarce supplies of wood fcrcoobngfbel, aprototyi*hb^dto»ter 
was tested for use fa the camps. 

The U.N. High Commissioner for Refbgm commented asfeibw* fa 
it* September 1892 publication: "IRCsre&geesiaffisatmfciiiefestase 
of the Sudan program. IRC enables them to serve their own country- 
men, thus following IRCs philosophy of belong refugees to help 
themselves. The medical program currently employs four Americans 
and over 70 refiigee and support staff* In January 1983, the V.N. 
announced that some 440,000 Ethiopian refines were ctffl to the 
Sudan, and to April U.S. government sources reported "afie&toisai* 
v r Elhiopi ii u-fi*;vtr* listo the Sudan." 

In Somalia, IRC continued its medical public health and tntiafag 
program at two camps in die remote Cedo region. The camps— at 
Suriye and MaBca Hidday — are fer from any town, and the o©ly 
communication the IRC teams have with the outside world is tfanq£i 
stogle-stdefaend radios. The region is reported to have the h^best 
mean temperature to all of Africa. 

file basic components of IRCs wo* to Somalia consist of adroit 
dtspensarfes, a TB center; chtid and maternity ditties, feeding stations 
for mahmurished children sod outie^ 

mote areas. Between 200 and 300 patients are treated each dap As MB 
advanced, and the Somali governments capacity to assume pester 
responsibility for refugee care increased, IRCs emphasis shifted to the 
development of training programs to fadlftate that process. By De- 
cember £962, in addition to clinical care, the IRC teams were tmfafag 
and guiding a corps of refugee health workers and 'bfrth attendants. * 
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'die camps as IRC 



reduces fa staff and ultimately witbeVirws from the area. 

Only a bmfed number of Ethiopian re{^^ 
United States during 1982, and 175 of them wen; resettled by IRC. 



The number of people escaping from Matoknd China to Hong Kong 
dw « «d sharply in 1984, Only some 13,000 Chinese made it by fed 
and sen, compared with 20,000 to 1981 and 900,000 in 1980. Virtually si! 
of the refugees were apprehended and returned to China— with die 
tragic exception of many young people attempting to aurtaacawMfri 
mA Deep Bay who drowned or were Jdfled by Aw fa. Employer* in 
Hong Kong were faced with heavy fines if they attempted to hire 
people without identity cards, and a government apofceeiaum warned: 
"Ham fa not the Uightetf ^oestka of «ry Idnd of amnesty beta* 
punted to the tefagees ether now or in tbefoture, brassy reason 
whatsoever/ And on March 30, BK3 ft ww auncMmced that flegri 
entrants fiem Chfcmwffl be first imprisoned and then deported to the 
Matofcmd. 

Counseling mid relief services fcr the Chinese were provided fay 
the IRC office to Hong Kong, which was established 81 years *p. 
*fv- H*Cnnr*»riescortfrucd to serve some 700 C^^ 
pre-schooi age, enabling mothers of poor families to help rapport 
their Smffies. Thfe program was supported generously by the Social 
Wrifcre Department and the Community Chest of Hcmg Kong, as 
well as the Gersmn Metal Wvtcers' Union* 

R cfag B ot fiom Hetsam, mostly from die north and central areas, 
eoottmmd arriving to Hong Kong during 1902. A total of 7,ft» came 
to me than 963 boats, atsd another 433 arrived in seven ships that 
had rescued them at sea. Since 1075, when Sooth Vietnam was taken 
over by Hanoi forces* more than 100,000 boat people survived their 
voyage of more than a thousand miles to Hong Kong. In January 1963, 
1 8j ffa i Vietnamese were awaiting resettlement to other countries, end 
IRC provided reaettlement and family reunion services fcr many of 
them* 

The distressing plight of Vietnamese boat people in Hong Kong was 
d escr i bed in April 1983 to a Washington Post article carrying the 
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prison, H* m&\h* & hldtjefcoVej* fct>ifeve* years & a'cell w&hout 
light, and he described "an average day as one in which he got up at 
4:00 a, in. to crush stones In withering heat until 6:00 or 7,-00 p,m/ 

IRC also helped refugees fleeing from Haiti. FbliticaJ dissidents 
who opposed the DuvaUer dictatorship were provided during 1982 
with relief services, family reunion assistance and legal help to depor- 
tation and adjustment-ofcstatus proceedings Some 2,100 Haitians, 
most of whom had escaped by boat, were detained in various federal 
prisons ar camps, many for 15 months. Fifty were held at the Brook' 
lyn Navy Y rd Detention Center, and IRC joined the National 
Emergency Coalition for Haitian refugees in helping to make their 
lives bearable while efforts were undertaken to obtain their release. 
An article about the detention center, published on August 25. con- 
tained the following passage: 

"One of the Haitians, Jean BapHste. who recently tried to hang 
himself, told an interpreter he was not thinking of any country in 
particular when he set off in a small boat, leaving his wife and child 
behind him. He was thinking of the prison, the small room with the 
bucket, where he had been thrown after the Tbntons Macoutes, the 
Haitian President's personal army, had beaten him and said he was an 
enemy of the government. He was thinking of a country, any country, 
where be could escape to. . . he said he cannot now go home, became 
^v,o; 4 r:VcMIed/ 

Among other Latin Americans helped by IRC * & an Argentinian 
couple whose story was told in the Baltimore Sun in February 196& 

'More than seven years after they weie snatched from their home 
in Afgentina by government agents, taken to a house of torture, then 
to separate prisons, RodoEfe and Nora Begnaidi are due to be re- 
united. Their desire for privacy is hardly unreasonable. Noim Beg* 
naidi hasn't seen her husband since 1975, when they were both 
ushered away from their home north of Buenos Aires and imprisoned 
without trial. 

•Nora Begnaidi spent five years in jail before she was released and 
exiled to the United States. She settled in Baltimore. Her husband 
however, would spend two move years in Asgentinian prisons before 
die government finally released him on December 29, 1982. Both of 
them came to Baltimore under the auspices of the International 
Rescue Committee/ 
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lo IHC Id sead a smtefaa to the Moconw eaapofHoadwn,wfc0S* 

soo* 7,508 Kflridto iadfca *fttg»et (bm NtaN«w w loe^edl llie 

prtadtfa* caa&p to bated te Iks eaos* remote fegtoti of Hoodaras. 

«ooe«rfbfeody by ^tte lUbte m 

trtbe who raa afeal of the decrees of the Nteertcaca gwera- 

a^lMtee«brd^0£bidi*ai^ 
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Sev»yeaftofcfvflccdbc*toUbcixroc^^ 
slvevfaJerothatmtdfiedtawkksp^^ 

»w displaced people. Befim the ead of the yeet; ISC started o»> 
gmbtog a medfcd sad ndfcf program which tocloded the feflwtog 



A new eawtgeacy 'fcrwnBa* wait at the Aiaerkan Unhmrity Ifeipf- 
triteBtftrattheipeaifera^^ 
hoepitol serves Lebnese of *B fifths sod raw as weB a* ftfesttota 

Aamfcca Hocpkd Supply Corporate**; 

A lebafldtog ftt^ec* to time camps of the Beirut area — Safer*, 
sHunatt ana nooci &t napas — v> repair notaes 01 fTpflraninn ra- 
gged which fad t^ made m^^ 
tary service aad yootfa grop* cooperate with DC to the worit; 

A aia i feri labor a tor y to SldoM^ 
tary atedfarf croup vfltieh had previously tactfoaed wftlnat any kb 



Aa loterae diate Boehh Cm Unit to southern Lebeaos dcrigpcd 
to dote the gap theft exfcts to Lebanon between busJcoot-ptttirat case 
to lafu g w enpt aad hospfcai 1 car* far serious eases. The need fcr 
t&tereieasste aanifiPi (screeaing or patients, owgnows, snarv-seflia 
treatment aad. when necessary referral to hospitals) aasy be the 
hrakh igquiiemeo t fcr acotaatiy racked by seven years of 
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beadBfe: ~9rtoB^*&f&n^'CenW Awaits Refi«iee to Hong 
Kong. Tne article reported on the closed centers, smowg tfeetn Chi 
Mil Wem camp which 'resembles nothing so much if * oooeenlratioe 
carop. . , • H houses 2,060 people in eight crowded bomefce, each 
divided by wooden platform* into three tiers of frmfy sfeepfaft <pwr- 
ten.., .A feeent visit to the camp and toother i*fegw center* In 
Hoof Kong and the fartiigaese coboy of Macao mufersaored the 
sense of hopelessness the* afflicts many lefagu e s caught in a web 
be*** Southeast Asian nattotu' growtnf tohosp^ity, cad dedinfog 
p so spa c ts of resettlement in reluctant W&stem countries/ 



On April S2, IBIS, the Miami Herald reported: 'In Sootfc FW^a, 
whew dose to 92,000 of die new Cubans are located, more Abb 
two^btdsoftbtmarewoi*^ 

been retarited wfelt Ac* tallies, and in some instances an abwdr 
oo Ae sswse p at hw ny to fl u cc o ft as onraef Ciipa j n emtgraoona . # * 

During 1MB, OIC m ttfl eopfafwith seriom asridnelpiobfenHnf 

Mar!.! *- 18801 Pwt tfcew» »i?vw been oo dtoc* *&mfmkm b*r<iCdb* 
to the United Safes stoce that eaodus. A Cuban escapee wn de- 
ported two days after his airivnl in January tttt— the fin* mfagee 
ever to be intoned to Cuba, whew law deonfefc* tore* fcr those 
who 'leave without complying with legal lequtasmeots.' The Ameri- 
can Craned of \fefantary Agencies, of winch IRC fa a aaenbei; 
strongly protested the deporistfao, stating thai 'American lew pro- 
vides fir doe process fcr asylum seekera who present theaaaelwee at 
war hod borders or porta of entry. 
TlwMadTMoficeofllCcoottE^^toaaiWBaivCobiMwhBhid 

gone to Spate at a county of first asylum. In a dd iti on, 60 fivaeer 
Cuban pohUeal prisoners wen sptaaond by IRC fimn Spate when 
the U.S. opened to doon to them to August 19K, and an addttaaal 
63 came fom Coda Hfca under IBC auspfass. fa Ocfcben Am naii fri 
\<^sd«re«,a€Sib«iportwboaeooJycrfaB»%»««tod*»agreewihaaeBe 
of Caftan's pohcies, was aRowed to go to Fiance after tt yeais to 
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tWBadfttPw m bcgai, 1901} 



Tim Utevrtof, if a mammary <£tbMMMc^mtim$tS the Intent 

toi gpc nfetf wrist of tBCV «cw«b tad iwrf ' 
May <L flWl Hwrfiuadel npe^ p*ec»do*aft «ur. 

ef A» AflMffa* tt»*ate «T CrtHW W*c Ac- 
<cdf tB c niw c d bv tbs Advkniv GonnMm < 
F w rtf AH, gap e rtitB t of State/ 
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323,060 
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CONDENSED ST4JEMENT OF EXFEND1TUBES 

[fear Eodfeg Deeesttfcer 31. 1982] 



XOCBAlf service* 





$4.973w«» 


Lodochfwa»dk*l»K!cluk!nw«^ 


3.89WW 


Other Astafiro|phui» 


3,fl0fi,W7 


U.S. A. tmd Wwtero Hemisphere 


2JS9.8I9 


Europe 


MO£» 


Africa 


•IT.W7 


TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES 


tir.uaerr 


SUPPORTING SERVICES 




Management and general eipeascs 


85MBS 


FoOo flfcfallH<61pCIIM8f 


564JB71 


TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICES 


SUI&ttK 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES 


$18.347.Tif3 
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It* existence and the strength of the International Rescue Com- 
mittee as safe Independent voluntary agency would not be possible 
without widespread public support, and IRC h deeply grateful to aB 
of Its generous donors. 

Many thousands c r cwerned people to the United States and 
other countries contributed to the IHC dming 199&. American carp*' 
ratims, unions, foundations, schools, churches, aynagigiwa, < 
oily and human righto groups also provided eseetrtfeJ finanriaT 
to«», as did private otgwriatfintts from the Netherlands, Swteer- 
hmL TO*t Ccmaisy, Nonw* Austria, Lfehtenntein, Japan and the 
Crown Colony of Hong Kong. 

The reiu&es served fay IRC fa 1988 were victims of persecution 
and violence in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the oosmmmift coun- 
tries of Europe. IRCs work ibr these uprooted people included 
emeigency leUdT^bod, clothing, shelter), medical assistance, aeset- 
dement, Job placement, educational rapport, motional tisfafafi. 
child care, femfly reunion services and counseling idating to emfe»- 
tfcm and asylum problems. 

Theeoopcrattoflawlthefioan^ 
governmental agencies was Important to IRCs woridwide dfctt 
At**** these gfoups were the Office of die U.S. Coofffemtor far 
Before AfiU, tne *i*»u far Refugee Programs of the Stale De- 
partment; die Office of Refiigee Resettlement of die Department of 
Health and Human Services; the U.S. Agency far International 
Development; the Office of the United Nations High Cowmhstoer 
far Ite&gees, and the Intergovernmental Committee far Migration. 

IRC programs were coordinated with many private groups indud- 
tog die American Council of \bhmtary Agencies far Forefet Setvfce 
and its Subcommittee far Beftigee ml Migrate* Aflhfcs. In the 
United States and many other countries, dttens props and vohm- 
tary agencies participated fa the refugee wort. 

Vital to the success of the progrons we w die services and ckflb of 
individual volunteers, in particular the members of the Bo*d of 
Directors of the International Rescue Committee and its Executive 
Committee, who serve without compensation fa the United States 
and abroad. 
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